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PEACE NEWS 


For War-Resistance and World-Community 


to youth: 


“BREAK WITH 
WAR PREPARATION” 


NATION-WIDE appeal to Christian youth both in and 
out of the armed services to withdraw support imme- 


diately from all war preparations and to refuse to submit to 
conscription if enacted, was made last week-end by fourteen 


registration to this evil which 
means disaster for their country 
and their church. 


“Those who are not subject to the 
draft--the girl friends, sisters, 
mothers, fathers, Christian ministers, 
and fellow church-members of these 
young men should, we believe, sup- 
port them openly and so far as pos- 
sible identify themselves with 


them.” 


Discussing the reason for rearma- 
ment, “that Russia and Communism 
must be stopped by force,’ the 
clergymen point out that “ Com- 
munism thrives on poverty, war and 
the social upheaval which marks war. 
Bolshevism had its first big chance 
after World War I and took it. ft 
had its second big chance after 
World War II and took it. For the 
democratic nations to give Bolshevism 
another and vastly bigger oppor- 
tunity in World War III is madness 
and suicide.” 


PEACE FIRST 


“Tt is plausible and in a sense true 
that there must be security and 
orderly process for settling disputes 
in order that there may be peace. 
But it is even more basically true 
that unless there is peace, unless 
Russia and the United States stop 
fighting each other and have enough 
confidence to work together, no new 
international security system will be 
built. 


“If Russians profoundly distrust the 
United States and the Communist regime 
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\ N MILARLy, the man in the street 
Ung = Understand, or thinks he can 
Prop, tnd, Palestine at last. That 
a % puzzled him while Arabs and 
F BH othe equally homicidal towards 
Stina t 2nd towards the British. 
Miy.? With the British reinforced 
2 proceeding apace, it 
“ONTINUED ON PAGE SIX) 


IT STARTED IN WALES 


The above sketch, symbolising their efforts to bring a new spirit 
into the world, has appeared in many countries throughout the 
world where children have celebrated “Goodwill Day” on May 18 


by issuing a “ Goodwill Magazine.” 


The story of the developments 


that have taken. place since the children of Wales first sent put oa 
message of goddwill to the children of the world m 1922 appears 
on page three. 


is wedded to the dogma of the inevitability 
of war and the triumph of Communism by 
means of violence, shall the United States 
continue its preparations for total violence 
and thus prove that the Communist gegma 
is true? We say, no! 


“The whole point, we are per- 
suaded, of the Christian message is 
that in a situation where there is so 
much distrust, fear and evil, a great 
act of faith and reconciliation is re- 
quired. Where so much crass 
material force has been mobilised, 
some nation must forego the fatal 
temptation to rely on still greater 
force and more consumate savagery, 
and must heed the inspired prophetic 
council, ‘ Not by might, nor by pewer, 
but by My spirit, saith the Lord.’ 


“WE BELIEVE...” 


“ Therefore, 
United States while calling for 
universal disarmament, should make 
it clear that if other nations, and 
Russia in particular, are not ready 
to go along, the United States will 
nevertheless stop making atomic and 
bacteriological weapons at once and 
carry through a schedule of complete 
disarmament as rapidly as possible. 
The United States should prepare to 
use the resources and skills thus 
diverted from huge war preparations 
to help create the widespread 
economic well-being and_ security 
which promote peace. 


“To make this proposal is to ask the 
American people to pay a great price for 
peace. This is one of the reasons which 
commends the proposal to us. One of the 
chief causes of the present desperate state 
of mankind is that individuals and peoples 
who are willing to pay vast sums for war 
believe, or act as if they believed, that 
peace can be bought for practically noth- 
ing. People who know that war-making 
requires a total commitment and who 
are even now risking the nation’s existence 
in preparation for total war, believe, er act 
as if they believed, that peace-making does 
hot require a total commitment but can, 
go hand in hand with war preparation, that 
God will give peace to the world although 
there is mot a single nation that is willing 
to stake its life on trying the way of love 
and the Cross instead of the way of the 
Sword and the Atom Bomb,” 


SIGNATORIES 


The signatories include the Rev. 
Allan Knight Chalmers, professor in 
the Boston University School of 
Theology; the Rev. Theodor Walser, 
formerly Presbyterian missionary to 
Japan and secretary of the FoR for 
Greater New York; and the Rev. 
A. J. Muste; also Bayard Rustin and 
the Rev. Geo. Houser, Racial-Indus- 
trial secretaries of the FoR, who re- 
cently received the Jefferson Day 
Awards from the Council against 
Intolerance in America, in recognition 
of their exceptional service in 
breaking down race-discrimination in 
inter-state travel. They end their 
appeal with these words: 


“No Americans or Christians who 
have not demonstrated their integrity 
in some such way-as we have pic- 
tured are likely to do effective peace 
work among Russians and Com- 
munists, to whom Christianity is a 
laughing-stock or an abomination 
because they feel that Christians sing 


about Jesus and the Cross but place 
their trust in atomic bombs. But 
Christian youth who had demon- 
strated that they had learned to love 
the brethren — even their enemies— 
would appeal to many Russians, cer- 
tainly to those to whom in an age- 
long Russian tradition Christianity 
has found expression chiefly in the 
words, ‘love’ and ‘community.’ ” 
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3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Stamford Hill 2262 


POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Gt. Britain Abroad. 


Three months 4s. Ad. 33. 10d. 
Six months . 8s. 8d. %s. 7d. 
Fwelve months 16s. 6d. 148. 4d, 


Available from Newsagents and Bookstalls, 
or direct from the above address. 


CHURCH 
AND STATE 


T has often been pointed out 
that if Marxism is true, it 
must be false. If it is right in 
declaring that all ideologies are 
merely cloaks for class- 
interests, then the Marxist ideology 
adopted by a large section of the 
working class itself is no more. Had 
the Church made its own the 
workers’ demand for political and 
ecoi)omic justice, they might have 
advanced, as did the bourgeoisie in 
calvinist countries, under the banner 
of Christianity; the appeal of Com- 
munism might have been  fore- 
stalled. Christians, therefore, should 
see in the triumph of Communism a 
nemesis on their own apostasy, and 
seek, not to restore the old regime, 
but to liberalise, or spiritualise, the 
new. 
This view has just been forcibly 


expounded by the Dean of the Huss 
Theological Faculty at Prague, in an 


admirable supnlement to The 
Christian News-Letter. 
“TI believe” (he writes) ‘that the 


social and economic transformation of our 
life along the lines of Socialism cannot be 


‘contained’ and halted. Any effort to 
halt it is based on a wrong historical 
jndgment, on an inadequate insight into 


the process of our times, and is heaping 
perilous explosive forces under the foun- 
dations of our social life. Unfortunately, 
I do not see any chance to carry out the 
* socialisation of our society without, or even 
against, the communistic parties as they 
have been organised during the last thirty 
years. Communism is partly an heir to 
the age-long craving for gocial justice and 
equality, partly a child of the errors, 
blindness and greediness of the decadent 
bourgeois society, I am finding myself, at 
least for a moment, where the communistic 
parties are carrying on their historical 
mission." 


While admitting that “the com- : 


munist-controlled regime may, with a 
Sinister logic, drive our life into the 
straight-jacket of a police state and 
a totalitarian system,” he neverthe- 
less envisages another possibility: 
“that the Christian heritage and 
Witness may prove to be a trans- 
forming power 


socialist or communist order free 


from spiritual stagnation and 
impotence.” 
These words are _ particularly 


significant at a moment when, so it 
appears, the long-awaited clash be- 
tween Church and State in Eastern 
Europe has come. Last week-end a 
pastoral letter was read in every 


Why not a posthumous award? 


GANDHI AND THE 


NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 


| D poms, my recent lecture-tours in Norway and Sweden, 
people repeatedly asked me: Why was not a Nobel Peace 
Prize ever given to this Man of Peace, Mahatma Gandhi? 
was often a supplementary rejoinder: Surely it behoves us even 


now to give him that posthumous prize! 


decades at least, for withhold- 
ing such a prize from a man of 
‘so ‘high a spiritual and moral 
‘stature and _ political signi- 
| ficance; a man who, in his own 
unique way, tried to lay the 
secure foundations for peace, 
starting from his own self, 


Europe and the West? 


the Western Hemisphere 


Ng a 
L : ‘ h en a evi f the to perpetuate the Mahatma s_ é 
family, community, nation and, eng ° the, menggndyresigns ig —erecting “stupas” ana ‘eae 4 
at last, the world. Some say that to have given a oye at cilltre of the Ell ist ? } 
The learned members of the Nobe! Peace Prize to Gandhi while he was peror Asoka, on which F 8 
Committee of the Norwegian Stort- still in a British prison or defiantly scribed the edicts of Buddha's) } 
ing, the ultimate authority dispensing attacking the British Imperialist ing; building new towns af cit 
these renowned prizes, must have Tefime as “Satanic” would have house homeless refugees and *Vagi, 


their own good reasons—technical, 
juridical or political. If so, it is a 
pity that the rest of the world seems 
to have no means of finding out pre- 
cisely what must have been going on 
in their minds; it is sad that some of 
us, at least, could not be taken into 
their confidence in some: way or the 
other. For there is no doubt that 
millions of people all over the world, 
including some of the most eminent 
persons, of all races and stations of 
life, nationalities and political creeds, 
feel strongly about this. 


that responsibility. 
But was not such 


Nazi prison? 


is true. 


Why it was not given 


opposing of all systems that 
A few people, I know, use argu- Be - is 


ments which might in a sense eX- 
plain why the Peace Prize was never 
given, and might not even now be 
given, to Mahatma Gandhi. They 
hold that Gandhi was the leader of 
India, and not of the wider world; that 
his work lay in India and did not o¢ %& 
touch the rest of the world; and that 
his philosophy and_ practice were 
suited to Indian traditions and, per- 
haps, the East, but would have no 


gloved Imperialism, one can 


It was easier to hurl moral 


and keep the new ! 


church in Poland, condemning Marx- 
ist materialism, while in Hungary. 
Cardinal Mindszenthy threatened 
with excommunication al! who sup- 
ported the nationalisation of Catholic 
schools. 


But they have a message for us as 
well. For, though we in the West 
have still, as Sir Stafford Cripps in- 
sisted at Sunday’s Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, a chance to fore- 
stall the Communist appeal, by 
earrying “a strengthened faith into 
the realm of political, social and 
economic action,” the price of fore- 
stalling cannot be less than that of 
transforming a new regime. 


“Our faith and = Christianity will— 
humanly speaking-—only prevail under two 
conditiong (1) that they carry their wit- 
ness without trying to @ reservoir and 
stronghold of the old social and economic 
order, and (2) that they are really based 
on the realities of the prophetic and 
apostolic message. . ° .” 


We shall know that the faith of 
the Church fulfils these conditions 
when—and only when—it embraces 
voluntarily the method of witness 
forced upon the Christians of the 
Bast--when, that is, it ceases to rely 


on God in the last resort, and_ the ea page a gf Apel 30 les oe 
oning the “life and wor 0 e 


atomic bomb in the first. 


Rickview, 


—dand the old Roosevelt 
PPHE last two, paragraphs in Leah 


effect in Europe and the West. 
Even if all this were true—which it 


righteous indignation. 


SYLVIA LLOYD. 


Buckland Wharf, nr. Aylesbury. 
fist, Fellowship, 
W.C.2. 


1, Adelaide 


Manning’s article in Peace 


Why this 
unsavoury habit of considering only 
the problems and the personalities 
regarded as appropriate or popular in 


Do the regulations and terms of refer- 
ence of Ncbel Peace Prizes restrict 


meant a moral indictment of Britain, 
or, to be more precise, of British Im- 
perialism. The Storting Committee, 
it is added, were not prepared to take 


a prize 
given to Ossietsky while he was in a 
Did it not show that 
there was no lack ‘of courage or 
dereliction of an assigned duty on the 
part of the Nobel Committee? 
Yet there is a difference. 
The very example of Ossietsky, in 
contrast to that of Gandhi, gratui- 
tously reveals a little known but very 
grave danger to the preservation of 
peace which reauires the simultaneous 


From the very nature of_ iron- 
fisted Fascism, as distinct from velvet- 


the evils of the former much more 
easily than those of the latter. 
sides, one is nearer home than the 
other—the one threatening the people 
urope and the West. the other 
affecting merely the far-off Orientals! 


against Fascism whose sudden brazen- 
ness evoked in us both courage and 


Whatever may have caused the 


deacon Hartill’s pamphlet, ‘“ Article 
XXXVII and War,” which deals with 
this point, from the Anglican Paci- 


May I take this opportunity of 
apologising to the new members of 
the PPU National *Council, whom I 
wrongly charged. in my letter in the 
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able suggestions are being dist, 


a new Gandhi calendar to oo. 
orate the fact that the Maha 
a “Yug Pravartak ”"—a mars 
once in an Age (Yug) and Teh | 
ing a millenium yf 

If such a posthumous Peat 
were given now it would not mit r- 
dress our failure to do this riglY 
long ago, but would serve tw 
useful purposes. & 


First, the money could be use iy 
thousand-and-one ways of WM ai 
Mahatma himself would hav® ogi 
oughly approved, and which 4 
genuinely help the cause of 7 of 
the Gandhian creed and techy 
Satyagraha more widely und&hag 
In this connection the official 
mittee known as the | Me 
Gandhi National Memorial , 
which has already been set ‘ft 
India under the Chairmanship 16 
President of the Indian Nation® 
gress, would, I am confident, 
help and advice. 
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certainly is mot—the great work withholdine of the Nobel Peace Prize being used once again, and ine ie te 
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by itself recognised as an essential him. In India itself hundreds of homage to the other values oc Gy 
contribution to world peace. Again, yemorials are to be built in recog- so completely and incomP t 
why this exclusive obsession with nition of his great work. Innumer- represented? j ti 
: ~ oe nate. ee 
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H late Franklin D. Roosevelt, are same issue, with responsibility yy c 
The new Churchill rather discordant in a periodical ‘‘purge” resolution which 
T has been a considerable surprise dedicated to the way of non-violence. since learned was passed befot® 
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to me that among the various hild ee tomenk onli C. R. GRIMW. Sy 
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| RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION aNOoTH 


@ This pledge, signed by each member a 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
| Dick Sheppard House, Endaleigh St 


Street, 


‘aft 


a) 


a WE WORK 


estine War Resisters stand firm 
» contact with outside world ceases 


FOR PEACE 


.... REFUSE TO FIGHT’ 


Batons greet Peace Demonstrators 


d “It is obvious to all that the terrible situation of murder, 
estruction and misery, is not conquerable by additional bloodshed 
and we have to search sincerely for any spark of possibility of 


Pales- 


t this 81 
Wy Permanent peace and agreement between the two nations. 

VNTREE: ‘ tine, which is holy for the whole of humanity and the birthplace 

on, Trey a true ideals, has to be an example of patience and the over- 

ee 4a HE OMing of evil instincts. 

. “ 

should 1 ee conscientious objectors to all war; we, who respect every 

and” & 

q House © 


HIS declaration was made 
ee DY Avraham Lisavoder in 
> 4. cPort of a recent meeting of 
W Palestine section of the 
‘shad Resisters’ International 
z to the WRI Secretariat in 
 “hgland. 
eon the agenda for this meeting 
dj Te toree serious problems connected 
‘Y with the present emergency: 
i attitude to the Jewish recruit- 
tig, Order and mobilisation, the ques- 
n of personal defence, and future 


f 
i) 


_ theiy 


Aactivitie? 

“ 

Bre general attitude to the re- 
ri ting order,” wrote Avraham 
Savoder “was negative, but we 
tte faced - with the question 
mm ae our friends at the age of 
Sbilisation should appear in the 


any iting offices, declare their views, 
nati ask for release, or propose alter- 
Wo me Service in the field of social 
at rk or health service—or not appear 
3 » not recognising the legality of 


; al 
ie authorities. Here the opinions 


PERSONAL DEFENCE 


ti Regarding defence in critical situa- 
hia which occur frequently since 
acre is no kind of ‘orderly war’ or 
‘ront ’—there were several different 


ty 


Pinions. 

Cn ft is obvious none of us 
ad Join -any military organisa- 
°n, but some think that the in- 


pvidual has to defend himself, or his 
Tey or neighbours when attacked. 

€se friends heartily oppose muli- 
clay and war, but do not oppose 
dic Use of personal violence, not under 
con Piine, in critical situations when 

Mscience permits the action con- 
€erned, 


, Others stood firmly in opposit'o1 


amws! . all violence—even in the mus: 
teitical cases; obeying the most in- 
al, holy order ‘Do not murder!’ ” 
. htil direct communication ceased 
nce Rarvletely on April 27, the War 
t €sisters’ International Secretariat 
s tha Maintained close touch with members 
1 the 2 Palestine. Many of them, in Tel- 
still — 
0 
no 
inition TEN YEARS AGO 
th 
divs? -_From Peace News, May 28, 1938. 
umen RK” succession to the late Canon 
slars 5 de, R. L. Sheppard, who died a few 
this ws after his election as Rector of 


; mee | Glasgow University last November, 
t © fev. Dr. George MacLeod, of 


arti povan, Glasgow, a Sponsor of the 
Is of ggg Pledge Union, has accepted an 
a WWitetion to stand as pacifist candi- 
te in the election this year. 

ee * * * 
An nee tracts from Peace News with 
ght re, owledgments to their source, are 
neg) fad “over the air” from Sydney, 


Ustralia, radio station 2GB. 
xe * * * ; . 
- { p&rge Darling, in an article in 
“ynolds News recalled how the re- 
ament programme had driven up 


: Profits, between 1985-7 of the 
1 ne ‘ f Ollowine firms: 
oTH Vickers Lid., 48 per cent. increase. 
bel fing, chers Arnstrong, 81 per cent. 
. sea Tease, 


reummel Laird, 102 per cent. in- 
Page. 


"Tojectile and Engineering, 156 per 
“". increase. 
ohn Brown, 217 per cent. increase. 


eing, rejecting hatred and revenge—we, together with the 
fo ole movement of the War Resisters’ International, have to seek 
al any possibility of peacemaking between the 

Common understanding and mutual assistance. ...” 


rivals on the basis 
> 


Aviv, Jerusalem, Haifa and elsewhere 
received military call-up notices from 
the Jewish authorities and refused to 
comply. Up to date, however, their 
fate is not clear. On March 9, 
Nathan Chofschi wrote:— 

“We have now great difficulties in 
organisation. I have to write many 
personal letters to single friends 
scattered over the land, but this is all 
that can be done in the present 
abnormal situation. All the time | 
am in contact with ‘Ihud,’ which 
represents in Jerusalem a chosen 
circle of renowned personalities with 
Dr. Magnes at the head. Last week 
‘Thud’ again appealed to the Jews 
and the Arabs to cease the shedding 
of blood, and to stop the civil war and 
to reconciliation. But we have no 
illusions, A blind unfortunate world! 
For Moloch—a great offering of 


strength; for peace—impotent and 
week,” ; 

Later, on March 380 this corre- 
spondent wrote: “‘TIhud’ is very 
popular with the Arabs, especially 
the name of Dr. Magnes. I am in 


constant contact with ‘Ihud’ and a 
member of the committee. Our own 
WRI group consists mostly of workers 
and country people who have to work 
hard for their daily bread, scattered 
over the whole country, and naturally 
not possessing the popularity, in- 
fluence and possibilities of ‘ Ihud.’ 

“ Tel-Aviv friends, ~especially Eli-" 
jahn, are carrying on a difficult, cease- 
less enlightenment by writing and 
word of mouth amongst Jews for peace 
and understanding with Arabs. They 
are few, and every free minute after 
their hard day’s work is dedicated to 
our work of enlightenment. We do 
what we can, though we know how 
little contemporary events will be in- 
fluenced by us. And yet, who knows, 
perhaps one day our modest work will 
bear fruit.” 


q BOTH MUST GIVE IN 


From Tel-Aviv George Engel wrote 
on April 5: “In my opinion both 
Jews and Arabs should declare that 
they oppose any further foreign im- 
perialistic domination of their com- 
mon country, and they should try to 
find a workable solution between 
themselves. Palestine must be kept 
out of the political struggle between 
east and west, for the benefit of all 
its inhabitants, Believe me, these are 
not mere phrases. There is a way 
that would enable both people to live 
together harmoniously. Both must 
give in. The Jews should give up 
the demand for a national State. The 
Arabs should agree to Jewish 1m- 
migration according to the country’s 
economic absorptive capacity. Both 
peoples should agree that, notwith- 
standing the numerical proportion be- 
tween them, neither will dominate 
the other. Both will for ever enjoy 
equal rights in the country. Such 
would be the basis of the constitu- 
tion.” 

He adds that despite his insistence 
on his claims as a War Resister he 
was finally exempted from military 
service on the grounds that he was 4 
public servant. 

Latest news to hand is from a 
correspondent in Jerusalem who writes 
to say that he believes that there is a 
Jewish censorship of mail. He adds 
that men up to 35 cannot move freely 
... and the call-up of those between 
36 and 55 is starting. He confirms the 
report that a demonstration for peace 
in Jerusalem was broken up by 
Hagana men who used batons, and he 
believes that 80 per cent. of the popu- 
lation are thoroughly fed up and 
desire nothing but peace, but are too 
intimidated to speak. 


The Welsh 


Message of Goodwill 


“Dear Boys and Girls of Wales, 


“Some weeks ago we heard of your 26th annual message on 
Goodwill Day and of the arising of your grand idea. 
before had we heard about it and we were delighted that there are 
boys and girls in your country who are interested in the children 
of foreign peoples and try to give love to other nations. 
have given us more hope to look into our dark future for we know 


there is one thing that may bring 


love and enthusiasm. We, German girls of the St. Ursula-Ober- 
schule, Hanover, Germany are looking forward to the Goodwill 
Day of 1948 to hear your Message and send 


greetings and good wishes. 


“In the name of my class-mates, with love, 


OTHING could better ex- 
press, at once, the purpose 
of and the justification for the 
Welsh Children’s Message than 


the simple, moving terms of this 
letter. Written in English and sent 
from St. Ursula-Oberschule in Han- 
over, Germany, it reached me in 
March of this year. There have been 
many responses like it in the story of 
the message which goes back for more 
than a quarter of a century. 


It was during a conference on 
adolescence at the Welsh School of 
Social. Service in 1922 that the pro- 
posal was first made to send out every 
year, by radio from the schgols, of 
Wales a greeting of peace and good- 
will “to all the world.’ The BBC 
and the other great radio systems 
were not then in existence, It was the 
Postmaster General who arranged for 
the Welsh greeting to be transmitted 
by wirelss telegrahpy one summer 
morning, twenty-six years ago. The 
message was re-transmitted the same 
day by the French Government wire- 
less station of the Eiffel Tower in 
Paris. 


NO REPLY 


No reply came from anywhere in 
1922; and there was no reply in 1923. 
Two replies were received in 1924, one 
one from Poland and the other from 
Sweden. Then, year after year, as 
the big broadcast systems of all coun- 
tries united in transmitting the mes- 
sage, in various languages, replies 
poured in from all over the five con- 
tinents. 


In 1927, the Welsh Message was 
fortunate enough to win the en- 
thusiastic backing of Dr, Fridtjot 
Nansen: 

“T have read with the greatest 
sympathy and gratitude the mes- 
sage of the children of Wales. I 
think that the one thing which is 
needed now is to create a real 
feeling of brotherhood of all nations 
and strengthen the confidence: be- 
tween them and the willingness of 
co-operation. I think it is the only 
way of ‘saving the world. I feel 
convinced it is the spirit in this 
message of the children of Wales 
which humanity needs.” 

As the years went on there were 
some remarkable developments. No 
one not intimately acquainted with 
the organisation behind the movement 
could have any adequate idea of the 
work it involved. It was not, and is 
not, merely a case of “putting the 
message on the air.’’ For months be- 
forehand extensive preparations are 
made in the drafting of the text for 
the year, in its competent translation 
into many languages and in making 
contact with a large number of cor- 
respondents all over the world. 


INTER-WAR YEARS 


{nm the inter-war years, ‘“ Goodwill 
Day ” journals for schools were pub- 
lished in fifteen countries. Some of 
them like the Swiss journal, La 
Jeunesse et la Paix du Monde, and 
the South African Goodwill Maga- 
zine, continued to appear during the 
years of the war. Now, in 1948, there 
have been published also first-rate 
“ goodwill journals” for the_ Scan- 
dinavian countries and in Holland 
giving great prominence to the Welsh 
Message. me ; 

There was another gratifying fea- 
ture in the years between the swars. 
“Goodwill Day” was celebrated by 
the holding of Children’s Festivals in 
many cifies throughout the world. 
This happy custom began in Vienna 
under the auspices of the Junior Red 
Cross. The programme of folk 
dances and folk songs included the 
Message from the Children of Wales 
and the reply to it of the Children 
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Children’s 


Never 


You 


all nations together which is ~ 


you our heartiest 


Elizabeth Bodman.” 
by 
Rev. GWILYM DAVIES, M.A. 


founder of the Message which by 
1939 had brought a response from 
72 countries. The 1948 Message 
ayneaced in Peace News on May 


In South Africa | 8 


When in 1945, the National 
Council of Women in South 
Africa sponsored a “ Goodwill 
Magazine” and invited children 
to submit poems, stories, plays 
and articles, Shirley Dodds, then 
aged 16, and at Wykeham School, ~ 
Maritzburg, wrote: ‘ 

“ Before we can think about good- 

will between nations, we must first 


have goodwill between the races and 
classes in our own country. . 


The constant sparring between: :the 
English and Afrikaans speaking 
communities, the Indian question, 


which seems to be one of the most 

urgent and insoluble of our difficul- 

ties, and numerous other problems, 
have yet to he overcome in our 
attempts for universal goodwill.’ 

This little magazine, which 
printed the Welsh Children’s’ 
Message of 1945 in English and 
Afrikaans also contained a short 
One-Act Play, written during the 
war by a Grahamstown schoot- 
boy, portraying the meeting dur- 
ing the North African Campaign 
of an English and German sol- 
dier, their recognition of each 
other as friends and their death 
together on the battlefield. 

In the closing scene the “ Blood- 
thirsty”’ English Corporal tells 
the British  stretcher-bearers, 

“. . . I’m done for. Listen; you ” 
hear those guns? Fellows like 
Heinrich (the ‘‘ Arrogant”? Nazi) are 
getting killed out there. Fellows like 
Heinrich and me. Why, why, why? 
So that a man in Wilhelmstrasse can 
shout and politicians can deliver 
empty epigrams. Heinrich and &£ 
weren't made to fight each other. 
Heinrich, ’'m coming to you,  ’m 


coming.”’ ' 
As the Corporal dies and before 
the curtain comes down @ 


stretcher-bearer murmurs; 


“Poor chap, quite delirious. 
all go that way at the last.”” 


They 


of Austria. From 1938 onwards it 
was impossible to arrange the Vienna Wy 
festival but this year it has Been | 
renewed as the Children’s ‘ Goodwill ” 
demonstration was last year renewed ~ 
in Copenhagen and in other cities. ) 
The Message is sent out annually 9 
from Wales on May 18 to commemor- @ 
ate the opening on May 18, 1899, of 
the Conference at the Hague, the first 
official peace conference with no direct 
relation to any war. 


In the land of its origin, the sue- 
cess af the Message is largely due to 
the devotion and the loyalty of the 
teachers in the schools of Wales. in  @ 
many schools, the reading of the ~ 
Message, in several languages, is @ 
notable day in the round of the year. ~ 
And_it owes much to the Urdd— 9% 
the Welsh League of Youth—which, 
through its National Eisteddfod and 
its Annual Peace Service, has made 
the Message its own. : 


a 
} 


SECRET OF LIBERTY 


“The secret of true liberty remams — 
courage. We acquiesce in the loss of 
freedom every time we are silent mm 
the face of injustice.” . a 

—Harold J. Laski, “ Liberty in 
the Modern State.” — / 
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Fa person who has been a convinced 


that he has found the war which is 


not if, as is of course the case here, it is 
profound concern about certain human and 
spiritual values which leads one to believe 
that he may—yes, must—draw his sword, 
or drep his atomic bomb. I went through 
* that experience myself in the early and 
| middle ‘Thirties. 


My return to religious pacifism was in the first 


THE FREE SOCTETY 


This, the concluding review ot John Middleton Murry’s 


if 
’ book,* is by A. J. MUSTE, Secretary of the U.S. Fellow-  2zplex the moral, gon, 
6c : . and have achieved the 
ship of Reconciliation and author of “Not By Might.”  dcfermmation “tree from 


Mr. Murry’s argument tacitly assumes that if the 


igious pacifist becomes democratic nations were to carry their belief in , « 
and ao See ae Mary now has democracy to the point of abolishing their own ead ig aes mae Saee 
convinced, as > militarism, which he admits is necessarily authori- i ; 
on any other issue itt 


tarian in character, even when its object is to 


the burden of preparation for atomic war were 
lifted from the backs of their peoples, and as they 
obviously cannot do so long as that burden re- 
mains; if they offered economic aid, free from 
political conditions, to the Russian people and 
removed from them the fear and tension created 
by the atomic bomb in American hands, and 
American warships in the Mediterranean—all this 
would not alter the course df the Russian people 
and the Soviet regime. But this is surely a big 
assumption. Maybe the way of truth and love, 


given up any truck with 
power-politics, since their 
failure to do that “ would 


simply to bring the Rus~- 
sian people into the world- 
authority for their own and 


than this, then civilisation and the free 82 


“ different ” from all others, and therefore “defend tolerance”; if they were ‘to approximate ” 5: ot! 
Re aasbie and even holy, I am not the one SeenON cae trey and Sage Abe standard of liv- Bier Darcie Be eave any ii ae < 
_ judge him wicked and stupid. Certainly ing in their own borders—as they well might if unaware of the fact that nothing short of al 


spiritual revolution is required to bring .™ 
present American Government and the Ameri 
people to the position he describes? 


For my part, I am confident that if they %% 
be brought to this height of freedom from MBg 
ambiguity, they will also be capable of the Bue 
of active goodwill in dealing with other pedPe 
and will possess the “soul-force ” which will 4) 
them the redeemer-nation which, acéording 10 © 
prophets, is the instrument to bring peac® jy 


7 ‘ 
a | 


= 


instance the result of a religious conversion as which elsewhere Murry so eloquently advocates, earth. Or rather, the American or any fe off 
unexpected and sudden as Paul’s experience on would “ work,” would produce revolutionary effects Western people can be brought to the se sn | 
the road to Damascus. But thinking had preceded on the Russian people. freedom from moral ambiguity which Mi . 


} 
Murry correctly recognises is now required, ® y 


S18 et el er mee 


it of course, and reflection followed. That re- Furthermore, in advocating his own solution, ; : 
flection was immensely stimulated and fortified by Mr, Murry does in effect hoe to fall back on the if they renounce war and reject utterly the Ce | 
Middleton Murry’s writings of the middle and later same hope. He argues that if the democratic of the war to abolish war. f pe. K tome | 
"Thirties, especially his Necesity of P Oger: That ations or “ the world-authority ” were to tell Sees are devising ever more ghauiag trainel | 
it should be he who now proclaims a holy war; Russia to come into a limited world-government, - cf galty weapons, whose oe on) be m ae 
who finds that just because war is now atomic ay international regime of tolerance under law, ices ese weapons, and among | Ww. , * whet 
and total we have to be ready to make war, indeed nq were to make it perfectly clear that if the a a “ae ons al Sy pe as is inevitab eer) 
resolutely determined to do so if it should be Soviet regime refused, it would be compelled to caer - aa Bom ae unde bic from | 
“necessary”; who writes a book, the political ¢ome in by war upon it, such a war would almost facet RAL G a a fhe ok 
effect of which will be to give support to the most certainly not have to be fought. Why? Because, thical ie Soh atian un Sen Oke edt? whieh By t 
reactionary elements in American government although the national leaders of Russia might in- th thi Middle SON neat t do 
circles who are preparing for a “preventive” war ganely risk such a war, “on the other hand, if the ‘"® Y°"Y thing Middleton Murry pleads be no ° 
against Russia—all this is saddening. (1 am, of ynion of the outer world behaved with simplicity ti 
course, aware that Murry does not intend the of mind and singleness of purpose, these same - § i 
political effect which I have “just mentioned, but jeaders would be morally isolated from their s f 
‘in view of his repeated insistence in The Free people, and their rule increasingly revealed as a ee art 4 
Society that we eek judge the euect ee soulless and fanatical tyranny. They would be in NE further observation. Mr, M aye . 
actions and words in the actual context of political g fay weaker position than is easily supposed!” argues cogently and ec on ; 
developments, it is legitimate to warn him of the [If the superior moral idea and force of the g gently and orrectly, ore 4 
role his book will play if it exercises any influence Western peoples, backed by atomic bombs and ON€ hand, for the fellowship and co-op y! q 
at all on ygyeice). of . " bacterial weapons, is in the end ae effect this tion of free spirits in a free society Ho - fi 
I do not believe, however, that Murry’ present yevolutionary break between the Russian people wain: j G 5 : : 1eC) ‘ 
Position on ie and bacitiem we preva a per. and the erpuap mes aeluels it cannot be argued - ia tage ot epteciehios Oa tne | 4h 
manent one. earned what it really meant to that this superior idea and force expressed in a ‘\.". ; : Pee, lel eg 
take up the sword for the proletarian revolution resolute and sacrificial pacifism would have no dividualism which makes community imposs 
by getting into the Marxist-Leninist movement. effect on the Russian people, except by those who But he mixes this up with an argument to aif ec 
bh \ Bamned eevee me Bee a a ee pn es Russians dent Rodertand vas aie eee oe esas a ee aa | 
he only ¢ y 1onary ir excep orce,” i.e, military force. uch people an illusion! “ Wi e, nil he, the fragme 7 
time. Middleton Murry will learn what atomic obviously ought to leave moral force out of the the ‘socialised man,’ which each one of us is © ba 
War means as he goes to work actually trying to argument d a lah rg t C hole does: sii be im 
: Sf : . ay, does what society as a whole does. Do 
get Great Britain and the United States (!) ready Which leads to another observation, viz., that . ’ eye pe 
; ering : ” a consistent pacifist under modern conditions: * b 
° ae Ge eae pores abot Inng eid au even if, as Murry advocates, the democratic nations continues, he would have had to spend his My wy 
tolerance.” ambiguity” in piling up the armaments in order ‘Prison, thus allowing his children to starve ff 
ae find it hard to believe that he will not soon 4, comibel the Plisaianer to come into the brother. 2>@ndoning his family. Hence he resigns from” : 
iscover that the reality of preparation for war 2 5 pacifist movement. rs t 
h lati Rit his id I hood of non-compulsion or tolerance, there would eh hr 
et ‘4 ae on pe ear page a an ‘ Bae eprely be vary grave danger that the Russian i an imagine what it cost Murry to Mi wis ag 
4 ‘ paved _10™, people would misunderstand the true situation, an mean no disrespect to him. But what's) th 
aid being waged passes into its “shooting a the armaments ge og their children ceria at this point seems to me to come 4 
I. ; § ; , wi isintegration would blind them to the is that because in an age of increasing regim@y thi 
~ aad one paeey ye ee st Mey 3 Spiritual integrity and love animating the Prac- tation ft becomes more and more difficult to st@% “ 
ne a ar as rant a ae i ae - aan ne sad titioners of Total Violence. against the powers that be and to be “ effective | at 
arn aed Middlet he Maret Wag out fd Bons It neers to me ener fallacy that what love, off a a ener oe Mie ever OF oot Cre 
Bee. . unarmed, cannot do, love armed with atomic CMOrt. What all experience has taught, it § > 
Be gee the ae wy ue eae seattetla bombs can accomplish. Indeed, one of the basic © me, is that precisely at such a time the = 
eee)? PETNAPS, Pp 4 causes of our desperate state seems to me to be ust not lose its savour. And as for one’s 
t ints through the book though con i 
ee ous. ooh SNR ded f h & I that all talk of love and Christianity and sacri- Pendents, has Middleton Murry completely forgot | ber 
ae rs #: Ms eee "the. Biblie. ee Le fice seems a mockery to the Russians in a world the terrible but inspired warning: “If a man ae) 
mings me of some 0 eM Tes oehss Mina in which the alleged followers of Je h not father, mother, wife, child ...”? It is tm T 
the work of two or more authors is intermingled. atamicebombe a believe that haath + ie ie the dilemmas are fearful; none of us esc@P%| a 
aren tacit trae fatty "and ated Pimderance' of them assures security and ihe {hem But for thas very reason i Takes all al 
’ , enaract AW triumph of right-on earth. ifference which horn of the dilemma one graeh} 9 
menace of Communist totalitarianism, describing or 
what true religion is and where it may be eoutie The only way of salvation in such an era nal 
today—in the free society rather than in the § ours is what in one section of his book Murry rejer, 
churches—is in the great Murry tradition. The as fo "4 7, ake nae ned ee 4 | BG 
@ssay is an excursion, ostensibly into the polities ‘ 4 and seeking it by the aavocacy and practic@ os nd 
or world-organisation, war and piisifisin, Abit [ the a ext place, in contending that by love and non-violence, which the great voaclie is 
MMMMEn excrescence ‘upon the body of the- book, practising non-violence the democratic have all in one way or another set forth. 1% a 
which does not seem to grow out of the main nations would simply be yielding the world the, way ery. pet pene ioe if oon to 
eme or argument at all. The book and essa i j itar- %° comes to himself "—in characteristically M@— | 21, 
were Written by the same person; but, I ounce! fo ae Parte ae ee oe. language in the closing paragraphs of his twenty wait 
at different times, certainly in different mental 2 fy assumes hal fifth ehapter: “The truth is that the free socl@y ed 
Srereeror moods. there is no means of resistance to evil ex- ... is in such a strait that she can escape £10, ek. 
P cept violence. The failure of the author i onl, by eae {nee steadily toward | Poti 
F ae new Jerusalem. Ihe complete moral revo | ed 
viele to mention the possibilities of non- which is needed will take time. It “requiresZy Rott 
N what ground does Mr. Murry reject > ¥i° ent resistance is a grave defect. And moral revolution in many individuals now. Teg | Lt 
the proposal to which he admits he is 1 2% era when it is so obvious that the cannot seize power and impose a moral revoluttig| pour 
-~ figure which historically confronts Lenin UP0n the new generation, as the totalitarians Ram 
Strongly drawn, that the democratic is Candis Svhat erotic malts ntetie tack they can only act upon men’s consciences. « © Am, 
mations should adopt an all-out pacifist b £ Above all, they must cease to pretend that 4? cho 


programme? 


His answer is, “ Whatever I might be prepared 
to do as an individual person, I know that the 
free societies will not do it.” The context makes 
it clear that he has two things in mind at this 
point: on the one hand, to ask the democratic 
nations to adopt a pacifist course is to ask them 
+ to achieve a spiritual elevation of which they are 
incapable; on the other hand, it is asking them to 
/ do an immoral thing, viz., “throw down all their 
‘defences against a nation which definitely re- 
®  pudiates” the principle of tolerance. 
© ket us look at the second of these points first. 


that in a book which devotes so much 
attention to the former, Gandhi’s name is 
not once mentioned ? 


A moment ago we pointed out that another 
phase of Murry’s presentation is the contention 
that too great a spiritual change is required of 
the democratic countries in urging them to adopt 
a pacifist policy of active non-violent resistance 
to evil. I readily agree that nothing short of a 
spiritual revolution is being asked. But when 
Murry has rejected all-out pacifism, he proposes 
as a substitute a world-authority, composed in the 
first instance of the democratic nations, who have 


thing less than a moral revolution is requit® 
There is no technical trick”’—such as the wat 
abolish war?—“by which the necessity of mé 
revolution can be evaded.... It is futile to 
that it will not work; if it will not work” 
free society will not work either. ... The 
society is itself a Utopian adventure, if 
Utopian we mean dependent on a revolution@ 
advance inssocial morality.” Amen and Amen! 


*The Free Society, by John Middleton Murry. 
12s. 6d. Two previous reviews have appeared in #§ 
News, by Dr. Alex Ms on March 12, and by Lie 
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Made in 
The Murderers Are Amongst Us 


if WAS listening the other day 
‘ ‘0 a fierce discussion, carried 
a een an alert youngster 
3} & placid philosopher, on 
a cher the films were, in fact, 
he The P.P. maintained that 
od Were not, that films were 
while bogus and. unsatisfying, 
Was the A.Y. claimed that the P.P. 
ta v Sing the example of bad films 
~ ana 2 case against all films. I 
the {which is unusual) nothing, but 
i ‘ruth is that both the A.Y. and 
a had hold of something of the 


inst general the film is not an art, 
zen as here quote the A.Y.) in 
api the novel is not. But as the 
80 th can be artistically satisfying, 
happe tlm can be. It very rarely 
Ameen» and it is rare because most 
Briieet®, Products of American and 
S "sh studios. These studios have 
€n Concerned mainly in developing 
with sertainment industry and_less 
bro, wo@doring an art-form. Their 
tech, ves-are put together by a film 
te but the result is usually 
Words a photographed _ play with 
30 wel Of course this is sometimes 
art an done that the result is great 
ee though of quite in its own right 
of Stance the film The Best Years 
thes ur Etves—and less often still 
San commercial studios do produce 
meng which is film art. 
the ese comments are prompted by 
;° Showing at the Academy Cinema 


i 
frgs Ondon of the German film—the 
is to come from Germany since the 


The Murderers Are Amonst Us, 
can },,\%.2 Yeminder that the film 
tries €, in many Continental coun- 
aw and pre-eminently in Germany, 


Which 


» In one step, we have the German 


1 

a ema back with us. Here is the old 

cam €ry of light and shade, the 

ee era angle, the taut and 
Nomieal direction. 


a IN RUINED BERLIN 
bane of the shots against the 
im, @.ound of ruined Berlin have an 

Pressive grandeur and make a 
beat out of destruction—note the 
walk’, of the shot as a young couple 

= through the rubble or as the 
chureh Stands at the back of a ruined 
tha 3 » note the magic of some of 
empp. ecking shots, or the sudden 
apni, s!8 of a head seen in ~ithouette 
Syed a patch of light thrown 
is a gap in the ceiling; note 
thionw th a few close-ups of dancers’ 
Ment.’ With every crease in the gar- 
atmos adding to the total effect, an 
Beaty? of sensuousness is 
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Germany 


The film, directed by Wolfgang 
Stautde, is not above reproach; some 
of the cutting is less good than it 
should be, and the flashbacks are a 
little confusingly handled. But the 
whole is grand. It is a film, it is 
art, and it is worth the whole of 
Leicester Square. I commend it to 
the P.P., and the A.Y. will be glad 
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A Short History of English Drama, 
by B. Ifor Evans. Pelican Books, 
1s. 6d. 


r[.O compress into less than 200 


pages a historical account of the 

rich heritage of English Drama is a 
: difficult undertaking, but it is good 
that it should be attempted in a 
popular series like this. The main 
criticism to be made is not of the 
content of the essay (it is little 
more) but of the fact that, amaz- 
ingly, no index has been provided. I 
take the main value of this book to 
be for beginners and casual readers 
—it is not a book for the student— 
and for such people an index is 
imperative. As it stands it is only 
1s. 6d.; it would have been worth 
paying 2s. in order to have an index. 
When confining himself to histor- 
ical data Professor Evans is gener- 
ally unexceptionable, even though at 
times he can do little more than 


catalogue plays, and even  play- 
wrights. Some of his excursions 
into criticism seem less happy, 


although I was glad to see he gives 
Love’s Labour Lost the warm praise 
it deserves but does not always get, 
and there is a good chapter on Web- 
ster and Beaumont and Fletcher. 

Some of Professor Evans’ com- 
ments on modern work are quite sur- 
prising, and I am puzzled to know 
how Arms and the Man ean be said 
to have as its dominant motive “ the 
phantasy that within the Palace of 
Truth each character must sneak pre- 
cisely what is in his mind.” 

Of Shaw, the author says: “ He 
has given more delight in the theatre 
to the world at large than any man 
of his time.” But of Noel Coward 
he writes that he “has probably 
given pleasure in the theatre to a 
larger number of people than any 
other man of his generation.” It 
suggests to me a certain critical 
blindness to find almost exactly the 
same phrase applied to the mighty 
and the meretricious. 

And what on earth does Evans 
mean by saying that the work of 
Gilbert and Sullivan (odd, by the 
way, to find this historian making 
the common error of giving Trial by 
Jury as their first collaboration) 
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“has suffered from too frequent re- 
petition” and suggesting a self- 
denying ordinance limiting the num- 
ber of performances of the operas? 
Is this some form of high-brow-ism, 
a protest that an art-form so 
brilliant, so perfect indeed, should 
dare also to be popular? : 

However, that one can find, in this 
short account, opportunities to pick 
many a bone with the author, is itself 
a tribute to Professor Evans for 
having produced a lively and readable 
book. ; Q 

I leave to the last his main stag- 
gerer. I am no defender of the 
attitude of the State in Britain to 
the Arts, but the Professor ought not 
to be allowed to get away with this 
remarkably innacurate statement: 
«  .. in 1946 when for the first time 
the State ... gives official and finan- 
cial support to the Arts, including 
the Art of Drama.” True the State 
has done damn-all about the Drama, 
and not enough about the arts gener- 
ally, but, 1946, for the first time! 
Oh, South Kensington! ae 


L’Incoronazione Di Poppea. 


AN assembly of inhternational 
*™ talent was gathered at the Cen- 
tral Hall, Westminster, on Friday, 
May 21, for a performance, presented 
by the Marley College Concerts 
Society in association with the Arts 
Council of Great Britain, of Monte- 
verdi’s last opera: “ L’Incoronazione 
di Poppea” in the version of Hans 
Redlich. ; 

It was some relief to hear opera 
which gave the voices their full value. 
These voices took great advantage of 
their opportunity, and we were able 
to appreciate to the full the richness 
of tone, the skill in_ control and 
dramatic expression of the singers, 
notably of Eujenia Zarewska, Max 
Meili and Theo Hermann. This was 
as well, for the orchestral contribu- 
tions, plaved with grace and feeling 
by the Morley College chamber or- 
chestra, were sparse, and too much 
of the continuo devolved on the harp- 
sichord (which it must be confessed 
produces, after a period, a certain 
monotony), and on the cello, viola 
and viola da gamba. 

All praise is due to the organisers of 
the concert for their boldness in presenting 
this extremely interesting example of 
leisurely euphony from operatic pre-history. 
There are the shapes of so many things to 
come clearly perteptible in this late pro- 
duction of Monteverdi’s musical genius. 

But, oh! What would Sir Thomas have 
had to say about thig half-filled hall! And 
what must Herr Hermann have thought as 
he surveyed it sadly, comparing it with the 
enthusiastic oversubscription with which the 
revival during 1946 of Rossini’s ‘‘ The Italian 
Girl in Algiers’? was received in the fire 
and bomb-shattered overa-house in Hamburg. 
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FEDERATED EUROPE 
THE WAY TO PEACE 


MPHE belief that only a Federated 
Europe could make possible 2 
federal world government, and that 
without such federation peace would 
not merely be threatened, but would 
prove impossible, was expressed by 
Rev. Gordon Lang, one of the Labour 
MPs who attended the Hague Con- 
gress, last week. ; 
Speaking at a meeting organised 
by the, National Peace Council on 
“The Hague Congress and Western 
Union,” ‘Gordon Lang said that this 
European Congress had revealed 4 
sense of urgency and unity of pur+ 
pose which had exceeded the hopes of 
those responsible for organising this 
remarkable gathering of representa- 
tive people from the free countries 
of Europe. 
Mr. Lang stated that the Congress, 
realising the seriousness of the inter- 
national situation, had decided to de 
mand the convening of a Huropean 
Assembly, chosen by the Parliaments 
of the participating nations from 
among their members and designed 
to stimulate and give expression ta 
European opinion and to advise upon 
immediate practical measures de- 
signed progressively to bring about 
the necessary economic and political 
union- of Europe. ee 
The Congress considered that the 
union or federation should be open to 
all Euronean nations democratically 
governed and undertaking to respect 
a Charter of Human Rights, and 
resolved that a Commission should be 
set up to draft such a Charter and to 
lay down standards to which a State 
should conform if it were to deserve 
the name of democracy. ty 
In conclusion Mr. Lang declared 
his belief that only a Federated 
Europe could make possible a 
federal world government, and that 
without such federation peace would 
not merely be threatened but would 
prove impossible. : 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
Town and Country Planning Law, by 


J. Kekwick and Robert S. 
Pollard. Stevens, 4s. 


pHs little book describes for the 
layman a milestone in the history 
of English law: the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947. This 
law, ending the era of territorial ex- 
ploitation which began with land 
enclosures in Tudor times, heralds an 
age in which the well-being of the 
community will be paramount—or, 
one should say, may be paramount. 
For the Act will not work by itselfr 
it has many safeguards and oppor- 
tunities which call for alertness and 
co-operation on the part of citizens. 
This book is a valuable exposition of 
the law, and indicates clearly how, 
through an increase of democratic 
responsibility, we may enlarge the 
sphere of our nationa! liberties. 
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Socialism takes second place 


COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


(is clear that the common reaction to 


the war in the Holy Land is the very 


' simple one: “ Who do you think will 
“win?” 


The answers to that question fre- 


* quently reveal the latest anti-Jewish 


feeling, ignorant and often not con- 
sciously malicious, that exists in this 
country. Hither the Arabs will 
knock spots off the Jews, or it is to 
be hoped that they will. Of the 
probable military outcome ofr the 
Palestine campaigns, it 1s tuo early 
to speak but the issue is likely to be 
a good deal more closely contested 
than many people in this country 
think. In fact, the main advantage 
would seem to lie with the Jews. 
They have the priceless advantage of 
the sudden and unexpectéd recog- 
nition of, and presumably aid to, 
their State of Israel by America and 
Russia. They have the strength of 
their fanatical devotion to the cause 
of Zionism. And they are confronted, 
not by a united Arab force, but by 
several groups differing in aim and 
policy. 

It seems that the war in Palestine, 
if left to run its course, will be bloody 
and ferocious. There are reports, 
which we can only hone are true, that 
the more moderate leaders on both 
sides would be willing to come to 
terms if face could be saved and pride 
satisfied. Unfortunately, dissension 
among the Arabs on the one hand 
and the opposition of Jewish ex- 
tremists on the other make this desir- 
able solution difficult to bring about. 
Unfortunately, too, the Palestine war 
is an international rather than a 
national issue. 


Non-intervention 


WT would be unwise to push the 
analogy too far, but in some 
respects Palestine also takes us back 
to the nineteen-thirties—to Spain. 
Armageddon was supposed to be the 
last battle of all, but, as with Spain, 
there is a grave danger that it will 
prove a rehearsal or curtain-raiser for 
a full-scale international conflict. 
Too many outside interests are in- 
volved for this war to be a civil war. 
Russia’s recognition of Israe] may 
have behind it the desire to see a 
darge influx of DPs with Communist 
Sympathies into the Middle East. 
» America’s policy on Palestine until 
the Presidential election is probably 
determined by the Presidential elec- 
tion—hence the sudden changes which 
baffle and annoy Mr. Bevin. 

And Britain revives the policy of 
“non-intervention” on the Spanish 
model, with all the subtle diplomatic 
trimmings. 

Thus, supplying arms and officers 
fo Transjordan is not intervention on 
behalf of an aggressor, because before 
Transjordan can be an aggressor it 


-must have a State against which to 


aggress. We do not recognise Israel 
as a State, because we have not been 
told its boundaries; therefore there 
can be no aggression. | 

So our non-intervention takes the 

form, if a serious allegation by Jon 
Kimche in Tribune is true, of supply- 
ing arms to the Arabs and imposing 
oil sanctions upon the Jews: 

“There appears no doubt here, after 
viewing captured material and prisoners, 
that Arab attacks are being conducted with 
equipment of which ninety per cent. has 
een and is being supplied by the British 
Government. It is equally clear that the 
British Government is also engaged in 
action designed to choke the econemic life 
of the Jewish state.” . 
America now accuses us of using 

her money to aid the Arabs—and 1m- 
mediately there are reports of more 
alarming strings to Marshall Aid. 
There may possibly be, as a coqnse- 
quence or as a coincidence, a change 
in British policy. Britain may decide 
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to recognise Israel, too, voluntarily, 
before events iorce her to do so. 

At any rate the unhappy mandate 
which was never more than a cloak 
tor a purely national policy is now a 
thing of tne past, irreconcilable 
promises have been made and broken. 
Britain has nothing to lose and every- 
tning’ of honour and respect to gain 
by one last attempt at conelluation, 
kkussia ang America, whatever their 
motives, are in the unusual position 
of agreeing in thelr common recog- 
nition of ussvael. Let Britain seek 
their support for the idea of letting 
the Jews and Arabs come to their own 
terms without war. ‘The war could 
not continue if BScain ceased to aid 
the Arabs and America imposed a 
dollar embargo on Israel. 

it this were to succeed, there wouid 
be a chance of Armageddon being the 
last war atter all. Ir not, the present 
familiar pattern is likely to drag on 
through Munich to September 38, 1939. 
In one of his rare lucid moments 
President Truman once remarked that 
it was all right to talk of pouring oi 
on troubled water, but what coula you 
pour on troubled oil? Yet some 
soothing liquid is urgently uccessary, 
or the appatling irony of a commenta- 
tor’s remark in a recent news-ree!— 
that a military pageant was held ‘ to 
celebrate VE Day and to recruit for 
the Territorial Army ”—will work out 
in tragedy, not comedy. 


The Labour Party 


[NTERNATIONAL events have 

rather crowded the Scarborough 
frolics off the scene. Not that the 
frolicsing was very riotous, The 
Labour Conference, all reports are 
agreed, was notable for its restraint 
and decorum. 

Delegates were determined not to 
give the Tory Press a holiday at their 
expense. The potential storms over 
expulsions and the Nenni telegram 
failed to materialise. The Executive 
carried the day, as usual, on all major 
issues, with, on this occasion, hardly 
a note of protest. 

Constituency party delegates were 
rewarded for their gentlemanly be- 
haviour by being allowed to air their 
views, while TU delegates, already 
mandated, waited impatiently to vote. 
Nye Bevan treated the boys to a 
storming attack on the Tories, with a 
memorable wisecrack about steel and 
socialism. Manny Shinwell was kind 
to newspaper revorters and rude to 
newspaper proprietors, And Ernie 
Bevan pondered and dominated as 
much as ever, 

Mr. Morrison set the tone of the 
Conference with a sober and, from 
certain points of view, realistic speech. 
An agenda had to be gone through. 
But there was really une main item on 
the agenda, an item that did not 
appear in print at all—the next 
General Election. 

Mr. Morrison urged production for 
wealth and public opinion for power. 
What the Socialists present thought 
about it all is hard to say. 

The Labour Party once sought to 
attain socialism by winning elections. 
In the course of its career it found 
that elections were easier to win if, 
bit by bit, socialism was dropped. 
Some of its members stuck to the 
socialism and fell by the wayside. 
The others went on from strength to 
strength, until today; no longer bur- 
dened with socialism, the Party can 
concentrate entirely on elections. 

Nobody could blame the Labour 
Party if it sought power for socialism, 
honestly, for that sort of power is 
necessary. It is the fact that it seeks 
merely, power itself, at any price, that 
is hard to forgive. I admire intensely 
those members of the Labour Party, 
and there are many of them, who are 
Socialists. In trying to make their 
Party’ socialist too, they are taking on, 
with more courage than discretion, 
the hardest job in the world. Itis a 
pity that so much sincere effort should 
be expended on the impossible. 

Sir Stafford Cripps, brooding quietly 
at the Conference and nerhaps think- 
ing of the increasingly serious econo- 
mic position, subsequently went off to 
Scotland and told the Genera] Assem- 
bly of the Church how important 
spiritual values were in the baitle 
against materialism. Having encour- 
aged God, he went off again to placate 
Mammon, and urged upon the Glas- 
gow Chamber of Commerce the neces- 
sity of increased industrial efficiency. 
Even a Christian must remember the 
export drive. Was he thinking, 1 
wonder, of that export of British arms 
to the Holy Land? 


AGED REFUGEES 


"HE need for continued support of 
_ the work of Save Europe Now in 
bringing relief to old people, and in 
particular adults suffering from TB, 
who cannot be helped from the 
money allocated to SEN from the 
Lord Mayor of London’s Appeal for 
Children, is emphasised in a recent 
statement made by Peggy Duff on 
behalf of Victor Gollancz. 
_ “In the absence of our Chairman 
in America,” writes Peggy Duff, “I 
ask you to give a _ little more, 
through our European Relief Fund, 
to keep this work among the old and 


Swiss Secretary of 
I.V.S.P. imprisoned 


TINHE Swiss Secretary of the Inter- 

~ national Voluntary Service for 
Peace, Hans Heiri Ziirrer hag been 
sentenced by a Military Court to two 
months imprisonment and to depriva- 
tion of all civil rights for the dura- 
tion of two years. Hans Ztrrer 
refused to retract any of his views 
regarding military service and was, 
therefore, summoned before the Court. 
Otto Ziegfried of Zurich, our present 
correspondent, was entrusted with the 
defence. He writes:— 

“Hans Heiri Zurrer declared before 
the Court that peace could never be 
attained by force. Whilst in Danzig 
on behalf of the World Committee of 
the YMCA he witnessed the entry of 
the Russians in 1945 and experienced 
for himself the horrible confusion of 
war. He was then more than ever 
convinced that peace must be attained 
by other means—a refusal to use 
force and armaments. 

“Hans Heirj Zirrer has already 
demonstrated in a conerete way in 
the cause of peace: in Germany among 
the refugees, in Austria with Dis- 
placed Persons; in Yugoslavia and in 
Germany in the reconstruction of de- 
stroyed districts. According to the 
Court, Ziirrer’s views were opposed to 
the defence laws of the country. The 


military accuser was very patriotic in 
his prosecution but less, however, in 
his conclusions.” 

—War Resisters International. 


HOWELL RITSON 


rPuE passing of Howell Ritson, of 
Red Halli, Ballyearry, North 
Ireland, on April 25, has caused deep 
regret, not only in Belfast, but in 
Manchester and elsewhere, for he was 
widely known. ‘ 
An engineer by profession, he 
surrendered a lucrative post rather 
than engage in war work. Coming to 
Belfast, he became chairman of the 
local PPU and Convenor of the 
Friends’ Peace Committee, 4 
As soon as it became possible to 
relieve distress in Europe, he, and his 
no less energetic partner Muriel Rit- 
son, seized the opportunity with 
eager hands. They toiled early and 
Jate and as a result approximately 
1,000 bales of food and clothing lett 
Belfast for Europe. He himself gave 
all his food points to the cause, and 
much of his meagre petrol ration 
went in collecting supplies. ts 
Almost his last action was giving 
a blood donation to a_ hospital. 
Quaker, pacifist, vegetarian, philan- 
thropist, he ranks with those “of 
whom the world was not bo 


FAITH HEALING 


brings Peace, Hope and 
Supposed . Incurables, Nerve 
in Hants, Dorset, Wilts., Isle 


Berks. and London Areas. 
J. P. GRANT, 


Practitioner 
Faith to 
Cases, etc., 
of Wight, 
Apply :— 


BURLEY, HANTS, 
or 
BCM/FAITH, LONDON, W.C.1. 


RUG WOOL 


Extra long pure wool Thrums. 
Mixed colours; suitable for 
Hessian, Canvas, or knitting a 
Rug. 

PACKETS 4/11d. APPROX. 1 1b. 


Send P.O. 6d. for sample and Knit-a-Rug 
instructional leaflet, showing how te 
make a rug without canvas. 

HANKS: solid colours, 5lb. assortments, 
only 7s. 9d. per Ib. 

Full range of rug shades but special 
colours cannot be selected. 


NEED OUR HELP 


—Save Europe Now 


sick going through the summer 
months of 1948. 

“During February I spent three 
weeks in Germany and Austria am 
1 remember most clearly the suffer 
ing I saw of the old people, particu 
larly among the millions of expellees 
in Germany and Volks-Deutsche 
refugees in Austria. 
I visited another Bahnhof Bunket 
(Underground transit hostels “ 
refugees and travellers) al] the way 
south from Hamburg, through 
Hannover, Dortmund and Cologne ue 
Vienna. 

“T saw them again at Strass, the 
refugee camp for Volks-Deutsch? 
near the Yugoslav frontier of te 
British Zone of Austria, Here the 
old women wear the wide black 
skirts of the Balkan peasant, 
they have on their faces the sa! 
patient expressionless look whit 
makes them masks of suffering. f 

“To these old people, the loss ° 
their homes and possessions i8 4 
tragedy so immense that they accept 
without question or hope the dread 
ful conditions of their lives. They 
know better things cannot come 
their lifetime. There is no future 1? 
them, so they sit and wait for death. 
Our relief teams try to give them_ 
little extra nourishment and warmth 
and above all, some human sym 
pathy and kindness to restore thet 
faith and hope. | 

“Please help them to continue this 
work.” 

Donations may be serft to Save 
Europe Now European Relief Fund 
15 James Street, London, W.C.2, an@ 
can be earmarked for any of th® 


societies aided from this Fund: ‘i 

The Friends Service Council (the perman@ > 
Relief Organisation of the Society he 
Friends which takes the place of * 
Friends Relief Service); 

The Save Europe Now Supplies Fund; 

The Ecumenical Refugee Commission; 

German Educational Reconstruction, and 

The Oxford Committee for Promoting Frié 
ship ang Understanding with Europe. 
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The Hampton Court Serenade Concerts are 
to be held on the Saturdays and Sun jays 
(at 6.30) from June 5 to Jd 
our Music and Drama _ Editor. 
gramme on July iil includes Peter ‘ 
singing the Pureell-Britten Suite ‘“ Orpnel@ 
Brittanicus.” (Prospectus 7d. post free £ro™ 
26 Scarsdale Villas, London, W.8.). 

—— 


ALL COUPON FREE 


Nylon Parachute Material 
all 


In white, primrose or old, gold, ‘ 
new long panels, ideal for undies: 
dresses, curtains. 


25s. parcel, postage 9d. 


Egyptian Cotton 
Parachute Material 


Long panels, no cross seams, pastel 
shades, orange, primrose, sky, greems 
rose or white. 


25s. parcel, postage 94- 


Furnishing Fabric 


Dyed* Hessian, close weavé, fast dy& 
ideal for curtains or loose covers: 
Attractive shades, gold, sky, brow?» 
green, rust ar tomato, any length 
supplied. 40” wide, Ss. 11d. per yard, 
postage Is. 54” wide 6s. 11d. per 
yard, postage 1s. Samples available 
Please send 6d. stamps. 


American Cloth 


Table baize, for tables, shelves, ete» 
cotton back, will not crack or creas@ 
printed tile pattern in light green 0 
sky, width $87in. 


10s. 3d. yd,, postage 1% 


white, in lengths 46in. x 16in. 
5 lengths 20s., postage 1% 


Ladies, Girls, New Macks 


ta sell coupon free), Silva Bran 
fabric, with belt and hood, contras’” 
ing cuffs and edging, an attracti¥@ 
coat for town or country, guarant 
waterproof, sizes length 427/447’. 


67s. 6d. each, postage is. 


CELIC & CO. 
MAIL ORDER STORES, 


(Dept. 774) 
BEDFORD: 


{| 


Refund if dissatisfied. 
U.T.A. 73. Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. 


Published from 8 Blackstock Rd., London. a, 
by Peace News Ltd. Printed by W. F. Gi! 
Printing Co. Ltd. (T.U.), London, N16. 
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